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Comparing Firm to Non Firm
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BPA Calculates one Firm Bucket and Six Non Firm Buckets
The Non Firm Buckets are the 6 of the 7 different NERC curtailment Priorities 
(BPA does not have a NERC Priority 0)

Firm
Non Firm

RATC6 – Non Firm NT (Monthly, Weekly, Daily and Hourly)
RATC5 – Non Firm Monthly PTP
RATC4 – Non Firm Weekly PTP
RATC3 – Non Firm Daily PTP
RATC2 – Non Firm Hourly PTP
RATC1 – Non Firm Secondary PTP 

1. Firm takes what it needs and reduces Non Firm as it goes.
2. Non Firm NT takes what it needs from what’s left of Non Firm and reduces the rest 

of Non Firm as it goes.
3. Non Firm Monthly takes what it needs from what’s left of Non Firm and reduces the 

rest of Non Firm as it goes.
4. Etc.
5. Lower Tier Buckets are allowed to go negative. At 10:00 PM on day before flow, 

unscheduled Firm Reservations are converted to Non Firm ATC/AFC. Any buckets 
that remain negative will be curtailed in hour if a problem arises
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NAESB WEQ-001 Table 4-3 
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Your Thoughts?



 
What are your thoughts on Non-Firm 
Conditionality?

• The tariff states that the Unconditional Reservation 
Deadline applies only to Firm.

• NAESB Standards essentially establish Non-Firm 
conditionality for all service classes at 1 hour.



 
What is the definition of “immediately” when it 
comes to a Defender’s time limit for responding to 
a challenge?



 
Are there any other Non Firm issues to be aware 
of?
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